7 MINUTE BRIEFING
Young People and Knife Posession

There is explicit reference within
the legislation to the court’s duty
to take into account the welfare of
the child when sentencing 16 and
17 year-olds. However, it is
essential that we all work to
educate young people of this
consequence of knife crime in
order to prevent 16 and 17 year
olds from entering custody.The
embedded leaflet has been
produced by young people
working with Knowsley Youth
Offending Service on orders as a
result of knife related offences .
Section 139 of the Criminal Justice Act
1988 prevents anyone carrying any article
which has a blade or is sharply pointed
(including a folding pocket knife if the
cutting edge exceeds 7.62cm/3 inches)
items such as a butterknife with no cutting
edge and no point would be termed a
bladed article. Follow the link for detailed
information regarding offensive weapons
http://www.cps.gov.uk/legal/l_to_o/offensi
ve_weapons_knives_bladed_and_pointed
_articles/

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukp
ga/2015/2/section/28/enacted
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A new offence of threatening a
person in public or on school
premises will result in a youth
aged 16 or over going straight
to charge, as this offence
carries a minimum sentence of
a four months Detention and
Training Order and therefore
should not be dealt with using
an out of court disposal.There
are 3 types Out of Court
Disposal’s (OOCD): Community
Resolution; Youth Caution and
Youth Conditional Caution.

3 July 2015: an announcement
from the Ministry of Justice –
informed that the ‘two-strikes
sentence for knife possession
would come into force on 17
July 2015. The provision for this
sentence came about due to an
amendment to the Criminal
Justice and Courts Act 2015.
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Sentencing Guidelines
As a result of this new
legislation the starting point for
possession of a knife is for the
police to charge youths aged 16
and 17 unless there are
exceptional circumstances.
However, it is recommended
that police and prosecutors
apply the following approach
when dealing with knife crime
offences allegedly committed by
youths. (see embedded
document)

The new ‘two-strikes’ sentence means
that adults convicted more than once of
being in possession of a blade face a
minimum 6 month prison sentence and
a maximum of 4 years. Young
offenders, aged 16 and 17, will face a
minimum 4 month detention and
training order.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/r
epeat-knife-offenders-face-newminimum-prison-term
2014 - 1,300 people received a
non-custodial sentence or
caution for a repeat offence of
knife possession. Under the new
rules, they would all have faced
a prison sentence. Knife
offences have fallen by around
40% between 2009 and 2014. At
the same time the proportion of
knife offenders going to prison
has increased from 22% to 29%,
while average sentences for
knife offences have increased
from 166 days to 227 days.

For more information regarding 7 minute briefings, please email sarah.herron@knowsley.gov.uk
Knowsley Safeguarding Children Board, 2nd Floor, Nutgrove Villa, Westmorland Road, Huyton L36 6GA
Tel: 0151 443 3859 www.knowsleyscb.org.uk

